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This research examines the functioning of the judicial system during the Abbasid Caliphate of
Al-Ma’mun and its role in maintaining social stability and order. The main issue of this study
is to analyze how the judiciary addressed unrest, political and social crises, and its impact on
consolidating political power during this period. The aim of this study is to evaluate the influence
of the judicial system in preserving security, achieving social justice, and strengthening political
legitimacy, with a focus on the performance of judges and the legal mechanisms employed. The
research method is descriptive-analytical, utilizing library resources. The findings indicate that
judges played a significant role in reducing instability and enhancing social security by issuing
fair rulings, managing crises, controlling rebellions, participating in political negotiations, and
undertaking diplomatic and military roles. The results suggest that the judicial system during
Al-Ma’mun’s era not only executed justice and established political-social order but also had a
crucial function in crime prevention, with judicial mechanisms serving as a deterrent in reducing
crime occurrence and maintaining community security. This study emphasizes the importance of
the multifaceted and central role of the judiciary in political-social stability and crime prevention

during the examined period.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Aim

The Abbasid caliphate of Mamiin (198-218 AH) represents a significant period in the history of
Islamic civilization, marked not only by scientific and intellectual development but also by profound
political, social, and religious challenges. During this period, the judiciary constituted one of the
principal institutions of governance and extended beyond the traditional function of adjudicating
disputes. It contributed to maintaining public order, managing political and social crises, protecting
individual and collective rights, and strengthening the political legitimacy of the caliphate. The
complex relationship between judicial institutions and the political structure of the Abbasid state
also raises important questions concerning judicial independence, the influence of political authority
on judicial decision-making, and the capacity of the judiciary to preserve social stability. The present

study aims to analyse the practical functions of the judiciary during the caliphate of Mamiin and to
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examine its contribution to political and social order and security. The principal question is how the
judicial system during Mamiin’s caliphate contributed to maintaining and strengthening political
and social order and security and what consequences this multifaceted role had for the stability
of the governmental structure and the organisation of society. The central hypothesis is that the
judiciary, through the continuous application of Islamic legal principles, judicial decision-making,
and institutional cooperation with the central government, contributed significantly to maintaining
public order and strengthening the political legitimacy of the caliphate. At the same time, direct
political intervention in judicial affairs, particularly in connection with ideological policies such as
the mihna, could undermine judicial independence, intensify religious divisions, and generate social

dissatisfaction.

Materials and Methods

The study is fundamental in terms of its purpose and adopts a descriptive-analytical and historical
approach. Data were collected through library and documentary research based on historical sources,
jurisprudential and legal texts, administrative materials, and relevant scholarly works concerning the
Abbasid caliphate of Mamuin. The analysis focuses specifically on the period from 198 to 218 AH
and examines the practical functions of judges and judicial institutions in relation to political crises,
social unrest, administrative supervision, protection of individual and collective rights, and the
maintenance of public security. An interdisciplinary perspective combining legal, historical, political,
and institutional analysis was employed to examine the interaction between judicial authority, the

central government, local officials, and society.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the judiciary during Mamiin’s caliphate was not merely an institution
responsible for resolving private disputes but functioned as a multifaceted component of governance.
Judicial decisions based on Islamic jurisprudential principles, supervision of officials, participation in
crisis management, and intervention in disputes involving political and social actors enabled judges
to contribute directly to the preservation of public order and social security.One significant aspect
of Mamiin’s judicial policy was his emphasis on judicial independence. Conditions were created
in which judges could, at least in certain cases, base their decisions on jurisprudential reasoning
without direct interference from local governors or other political actors. A notable example is

the dispute between an elderly woman and Abbas, the son of the caliph.Mamiin permitted Yahya



09 Sglypme | (G0 YIA-IAA) cwlae (ygolo 0590 3o (celoi] ol g ki LS yo Lad ol Lidis s9l5Tg

ibn Aktham, the chief judge, to adjudicate the dispute independently and impartially in favour of
the woman. This episode illustrates the symbolic importance attached to equality before judicial
authority and contributed to strengthening perceptions of legal security and public confidence in
the administration of justice.The protection of social rights also formed part of the judicial and
governmental policies of this period. Mamiin’s attention to the rights of the Prophet’s household,
particularly in relation to Fadak, and his consultation with jurists concerning the claims of the
descendants of Hasan and Husayn demonstrate the use of judicial and jurisprudential mechanisms
in addressing disputes involving politically and socially significant groups.The strengthening of the
Diwan al-Mazalim, as an institution for examining complaints against officials and supervising the
exercise of governmental authority, constituted another important feature of the judicial structure
during this period. The institution provided a mechanism through which grievances against
administrative authorities could be examined and contributed to controlling official misconduct.
Mamiin’s personal participation in sessions of the Diwan al-Mazalim in the Grand Mosque of Marv
also demonstrated direct governmental attention to the administration of justice and the supervision
of officials. Cooperation between this institution and the shurta contributed to maintaining public
order and addressing administrative abuses.The judiciary also assumed practical functions in the
management of political and security crises. During the Khurramite uprising in Isfahan and Fars
in 218 AH, local judicial authorities reportedly participated directly in mobilising the population
against the insurgents in the absence of the governor. This conduct extended beyond ordinary
judicial responsibilities and reflected the broader role of judicial officials in preserving public
security. During the uprising of Mazyar in Tabaristan, judges, including the judge of Amol and
Yahya ibn Aktham, submitted reports concerning oppression and administrative abuses to the caliph.
These reports contributed to governmental decisions concerning the suppression of the uprising. The
resulting judicial involvement demonstrates that judges could function as intermediaries between
local society and the central government and could transmit information concerning abuses and
political instability.A further example is the uprising of Abii al-Saraya in Mecca in 199 AH. The
judge of Mecca assumed a mediating role by negotiating with Mamiin’s commanders and obtaining a
guarantee of safety for the followers of Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Talib1. This intervention contributed
to preventing extensive bloodshed and protecting the security of individuals associated with the
opposition. Such instances demonstrate that judicial officials could employ mediation and negotiation
as complementary mechanisms for maintaining public order.At the same time, the findings reveal

significant limitations arising from the politicisation of judicial authority. The mihna represents the



clearest example of political interference in judicial and intellectual affairs. During this period, judges
were pressured to accept the doctrine concerning the createdness of the Qur’an, thereby placing
ideological constraints on their intellectual and judicial independence. Such intervention weakened
the autonomy of judicial institutions and contributed to deepening religious divisions within society.
Reports concerning misconduct by certain judges, including Yahya ibn Aktham, further demonstrate
that judicial institutions were not immune from ethical and administrative deficiencies. Nevertheless,
Mamiin’s dismissal of judges accused of serious judicial errors, including Bishr ibn Walid al-Kindi,
indicates the use of disciplinary mechanisms to reinforce judicial accountability.Overall, the findings
demonstrate a dual character in the judicial institution during Mamiin’s caliphate. On the one hand,
judicial independence, supervision of officials, adjudication based on jurisprudential principles,
mediation in political conflicts, and the operation of the Diwan al-Mazalim contributed to public
order, social security, and the legitimacy of government. On the other hand, political intervention
in judicial and ideological matters, particularly during the mihna, demonstrated the vulnerability of

judicial independence to central political authority.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the judiciary during Mamiin’s caliphate constituted a central component of
the political and social order and performed functions extending beyond the traditional administration
of justice. Judicial institutions contributed to maintaining social security through adjudication,
supervision of officials, protection of individual and collective rights, mediation in political conflicts,
and participation in crisis management. The Diwan al-Mazalim and the relative independence of
judges provided important institutional mechanisms for controlling administrative abuses and
strengthening public confidence in governmental authority.At the same time, the experience of the
mihna demonstrates that the effectiveness and legitimacy of the judiciary depended substantially
on the degree of institutional independence it enjoyed from political power. Excessive political
intervention could transform the judiciary from an institution for protecting rights and maintaining
social order into an instrument for implementing ideological policies, thereby undermining public
trust and intensifying social and religious divisions. Accordingly, the historical experience of
Mamiin’s caliphate demonstrates that judicial independence, accountability, effective supervision
of public officials, and protection of individual and social rights constitute essential conditions for
sustainable political and social security. This historical model provides a useful basis for examining

the relationship between judicial authority and political power in Islamic systems of governance and
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highlights the necessity of maintaining an appropriate balance between governmental authority and

the rights of members of society.
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