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In evaluating the quality of inter-branch relations within different political systems, various
factors—depending on the nature of the system—play a significant role. These factors aim not only
to enhance the effectiveness of governance but also to preserve the independence of the branches
while ensuring a balanced distribution of power. Among the most important of these mechanisms
is parliamentary oversight, which enables the legislature to exercise authority and exert influence
over the executive branch. This article, employing a descriptive method and an analytical approach
based on reliable library-based data and constitutional documents, examines how parliamentary
oversight of the executive is applied within the constitutional frameworks of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Arab Republic of Egypt. Despite numerous similarities between these two systems,
the present study focuses specifically on the constitutions of each country as the highest sources of
constitutional authority. The central research question is: What tools and forms does parliamentary
oversight of the government take in Iran and Egypt, and what are the points of convergence
and divergence between the two systems? The selection of these two countries is particularly
significant, as both operate under semi-presidential, semi-parliamentary systems, have undergone
revolutions and profound political transformations, and are Islamic states with ancient civilizations
and strategic positions in the Middle East. At the same time, due to their unique cultural, historical,
and legal characteristics, each country has developed a distinct model of parliamentary oversight.
While both systems utilize similar mechanisms for financial, political, and non-judicial forms of

oversight, notable and substantive differences can nonetheless be identified between them.
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Extended Abstract

Parliamentary oversight of the executive constitutes a central mechanism for maintaining balance
within semi-presidential systems, ensuring that the concentration of power in a single institution does
not lead to tyranny or corruption. Such oversight allows the legislative branch, as the representative
of the public will, to supervise the implementation of laws, the allocation and expenditure of
public funds, and the compliance of the executive with its legal and political obligations. Iran and
Egypt, both operating under semi-presidential systems and sharing historical, cultural, and political
commonalities, provide an instructive context for comparative analysis. Despite these similarities,
each country has developed distinct models of oversight shaped by its unique constitutional
framework, historical trajectory, and political culture.Iran’s constitutional tradition, originating in the
Constitutional Revolution of 1906, was initially designed to limit the absolute power of the monarchy.
The 1979 Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran established a semi-presidential system with a
relative separation of powers, placing the doctrine of Velayat-e Motlageh-ye Faqih at the apex. The
1989 amendments reinforced executive coherence and expanded the authority of the Supreme Leader.
Within this framework, Articles 57, 76, 88, 89, and 90 delineate parliamentary powers of oversight
over the government, encompassing financial supervision, ministerial accountability, impeachment
procedures, and avenues for citizen complaints. Iran’s Court of Audit, reporting directly to parliament
under Articles 5455, provides independent and comprehensive oversight over public expenditures,

while the Article 90 Commission enables citizens to file complaints against all three branches of
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government. Additionally, the Speaker of Parliament holds a unique authority to review government
regulations for conformity with law and Sharia, further enhancing legislative supervision.Egypt’s
constitutional evolution, beginning in 1882, experienced multiple reforms throughout the twentieth
century, culminating in the post-2011 semi-presidential system established by the 2012 and 2014
Constitutions. In this system, the president retains substantial powers, yet the prime minister and
the cabinet remain accountable to the unicameral House of Representatives. Parliament exercises
oversight through approval of the annual budget, questioning ministers, initiating investigations,
and applying mechanisms of impeachment and votes of no-confidence, with procedures sometimes
requiring a referendum. The Central Auditing Organization monitors financial compliance, albeit
with less institutional independence compared to Iran’s Court of Audit. Egyptian citizens also
enjoy the right to submit complaints to parliament, and investigative committees are authorized to
examine executive actions, paralleling but not identical to Iran’s structures.Financial oversight in
both systems centers on the legislative approval of budgets. Iran’s Article 52 mandates submission
of the budget to parliament, while Egypt’s Article 124 requires submission at least ninety days prior
to the fiscal year, with parliamentary authority to propose amendments. Political oversight, including
questioning and impeachment, is codified in Iran under Articles 88-89 and in Egypt under Articles
129-132, 147, 159, and 161. Non-judicial oversight, particularly through citizen complaints and
parliamentary investigative committees, enhances transparency and accountability in both countries,
although Iran’s Article 90 Commission provides a uniquely formalized mechanism. Oversight of
government regulations in Iran, under Articles 85 and 138, enables the Speaker of Parliament to
ensure conformity with law and Sharia, a function without a direct counterpart in Egypt, where
similar control occurs mainly through judicial or political channels. Cooperative mechanisms
also supplement oversight: Iran imposes strict time limits on emergency powers (Article 79) and
requires parliamentary approval for international treaties (Articles 77 and 125), whereas Egypt
provides broader presidential authority during emergencies (Article 154) and exempts certain
technical treaties from parliamentary approval (Article 151).Despite these shared features, distinct
differences emerge. Iran exhibits stronger institutional mechanisms for budgetary oversight and
citizen complaints, whereas Egypt provides more detailed procedures for impeachment, presidential
accountability, and emergency governance. Iran grants the Speaker exclusive regulatory review
powers, while Egypt relies more on judicial oversight. In emergency situations, Iran emphasizes strict
temporal limitations, whereas Egypt prioritizes procedural safeguards and parliamentary checks.In

conclusion, while both Iran and Egypt employ semi-presidential systems with comparable oversight
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tools, each country’s approach reflects its historical, cultural, and constitutional specificities. Iran’s
system demonstrates institutional independence and citizen-focused supervisory bodies, whereas
Egypt excels in procedural clarity and comprehensive mechanisms for executive accountability.
Integrating the strengths of both systems, such as Iran’s robust institutional oversight and Egypt’s
procedural rigor, could enhance parliamentary oversight and improve governmental accountability,

offering a model for refining the balance of power in semi-presidential contexts.






