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Independence constitutes one of the most critical components for the effective functioning
of the media and for achieving its intended objectives. In the absence of media independence,
fundamental concepts such as democracy, transparency, and accountability are significantly
undermined. Accordingly, both international human rights instruments and the constitutional and
legal frameworks of states have emphasized the importance of protecting media institutions from
undue governmental control, adopting various models to this end.Globally, media independence
has manifested in diverse forms, reflecting the distinct legal, cultural, and political contexts of
each country. Even among states with similar institutional frameworks, a uniform model of media
independence cannot be identified. Nevertheless, scholars have introduced specific indicators
that enable the assessment of media independence, allowing for a comparative evaluation across
different national contexts.In light of these considerations, a central question emerges: to what
extent, and through what mechanisms, do the governments of Iran and Egypt intervene in the media?
To address this question, this study employs an analytical-comparative methodology, drawing upon
the legal and political texts of Iran and Egypt to examine the components and degree of media
independence in both countries.From a legal perspective, media independence in Egypt appears to
be more formally guaranteed than in Iran, particularly regarding key components such as freedom
from administrative hierarchies, the independence of regulatory authorities, licensing requirements,
and sources of media financing. However, in practice, governmental interventions in both countries
have constrained the realization of such independence. These interventions manifest through direct
and indirect pressures that limit the operational and editorial autonomy of media organizations.This
article therefore provides a comprehensive analysis of media independence and its dimensions,
with particular emphasis on Iran and Egypt. It elucidates the rationale for media independence,
identifies its core components, and evaluates the degree to which each country fulfills these criteria,

highlighting both formal legal protections and practical limitations.
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Extended Abstract

today, media independence is regarded as an instrumental value—one that enables certain fundamental
rights and freedoms, such as freedom of expression, to attain their true worth, credibility, and status.
In societies where media are not independent, core values such as freedom of expression, freedom
of information, transparency, and, above all, democracy inevitably face serious challenges. In the
absence of independent media, governments can easily manipulate political, social, economic, and
other realities, transforming media into instruments for achieving lawful or unlawful objectives.

Consequently, in most democratic countries, media independence holds a prominent position,
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and significant measures have been implemented to safeguard it. Nevertheless, it is generally
acknowledged that no media system can ever be entirely independent. Absolute independence has
rarely been considered a democratic ideal; however, independence sufficient for media to perform their
essential functions freely and without undue pressure from the government or political authorities—
while adhering to legal limitations—is both necessary and vital. This study examines the position of
media independence in Iran and Egypt through a comparative approach, referencing international
standards to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of these two countries in this domain. Egypt, as one
of the largest and most influential Islamic countries, has historically been a pioneer among Muslim-
majority states in establishing independent media. Its historical experience in fostering private and
independent press has contributed to a more developed media landscape. However, longstanding
military dominance over key sectors of Egyptian society has significantly shaped media operations
and limited independence. This situation persisted until 2011, when the Egyptian populace, with the
assistance of media outlets, succeeded in overthrowing the Mubarak regime, marking one of the most
significant revolutions of the recent century. Unfortunately, only a short period after the revolution,
the media environment largely reverted to pre-2011 conditions. The status, importance, and historical
background of Egypt, its pioneering role in independent media development, and the 2011 revolution
underscore the significance of a comparative study of media independence in this country.Despite
extensive debates on media independence, no universally accepted model has yet emerged. This
can be attributed to two main reasons: first, media independence is an instrumental value rather than
an intrinsic one, serving as a tool to achieve broader objectives; second, countries vary in political
conditions, leading to different implementations of media independence according to each nation’s
structure and context. Consequently, states may hold distinct views on the significance and scope
of media independence. Nevertheless, certain requirements and criteria allow for the evaluation
of media independence, with management practices—particularly independence from hierarchical
state structures and recognition of private ownership—constituting a fundamental component.

In Iran, although the media do not formally operate within a strict administrative hierarchy, the
state monopoly over broadcasting through IRIB remains contentious. In Egypt, the situation is
more critical, as individuals close to General el-Sisi and security institutions, including the Ministry
of Information, have acquired control over major media outlets, often disregarding constitutional
provisions. Regarding the presence of an independent regulator—widely regarded as essential for
preventing government interference—Iran lacks a unified and independent body due to the absence

of comprehensive media legislation. While several institutions perform supervisory or regulatory
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functions, they cannot be considered true regulators in the strict sense, including the Press Supervisory
Board, the Supervisory Council of IRIB, and the Supreme Council of Cyberspace. In contrast,
Egypt’s constitution explicitly mandates independent regulatory authorities; however, in practice,
these bodies have failed to prevent government interference. Through presidential appointments to
these three regulatory authorities, media operations are easily aligned with the political objectives
of the executive.Financial independence represents another critical dimension. In both countries,
television networks rely heavily on state budgets, and subscription fees, if they exist, are minimal
and insufficient. This contrasts sharply with independent international media outlets, which primarily
depend on broadcasting fees or commercial advertising, thereby securing financial autonomy and
reducing reliance on state resources. Concerning licensing, both Iran and Egypt require permits for
press operations; while such regulation is debated in terms of democratic compatibility, Egypt’s
enforcement often contravenes constitutional provisions. Substantive independence is also restricted.
In Iran, provisions in the Press Law impose obligations regarding the publication of certain content
types, raising concerns about autonomy. In Egypt, the government exerts extensive control over
media content aligned with ruling authorities while suppressing critical expression. The 2018 Media
Regulation Law further undermined the principle of legality by granting government officials and
law enforcement agencies broad powers to sanction media outlets.In conclusion, although both Iran
and Egypt face challenges regarding media independence, these challenges are substantially more
severe in Egypt due to extralegal practices, restrictive legislation, and direct control exercised by
officials, particularly under General el-Sisi. The comparative analysis highlights the necessity of
legal, institutional, and operational reforms to strengthen media independence and ensure its capacity

to safeguard democratic principles, transparency, and freedom of expression in both countries.






