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Honor killings, as one of the most severe manifestations of violence against women, are rooted
in patriarchal beliefs and the traditional view of power within the family.1 This research aims to
investigate the jurisprudential and legal dimensions of honor killings and identify existing legal
gaps, comparing the laws of Iran and Pakistan as two countries with high rates of this type of
killing. By examining Shiite jurisprudence sources and the approach of jurists in dealing with honor
killings, it becomes clear that some articles of the Iranian Islamic Penal Code not only do not
create sufficient deterrence for the perpetrators of these crimes, but in some cases are even contrary
to jurisprudential opinions and Sharia. The disproportion of crime and punishment and legal
deficiencies have caused criminals to have more courage to commit these crimes. This research
proceeds with a comparative approach and with a descriptive and analytical method based on data
and library sources. The results of the research show that honor killings are not just a social issue,
but also a legal and jurisprudential challenge. Therefore, reforming articles of the Islamic Penal
Code such as articles 301 and 630 and determining appropriate solutions to repair criminal policies
is necessary and inevitable, just as Pakistan, by adding notes to articles 302 and 311 of its penal
code, sought to intensify the punishment of the perpetrators of such killings. Also, considering
the new fatwas and the dynamism of Imami jurisprudence, by amending the existing laws, an
important step can be taken towards reducing the occurrence of honor killings and ensuring justice

for the victims.
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1- Ta'zir after waiver or compounding of right of qisas in qatl-i-amd: Provided that if the offence has been committed in the name
or on the pretext of honour, the imprisonment shall not be less than ten years. For the purpose of this section, the expression fasad-
fil-arz shall include the past conduct of the offender, or whether he has any previous convictions, or the brutal or shocking manner
in which the offence has been committed which is outrageous to the public conscience, or if the offender is considered a potential

danger to the community [or if the offence has been committed in the name or on the pretext of honour]
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1- 311.Ta'zir after waiver or compounding of right of gisas in qatl-i-amd: Provided that if the offence has been committed in the
name or on the pretext of honour, the imprisonment shall not be less than ten years. For the purpose of this section, the expression
fasad-fil-arz shall include the past conduct of the offender, or whether he has any previous convictions, or the brutal or shocking
manner in which the offence has been committed which is outrageous to the public conscience, or if the offender is considered a

potential danger to the community [or if the offence has been committed in the name or on the pretext of honour]

FF U5 el «symdoly (i dles ¢l £.p. 3 WA 00bs 5l Jdowi 5 S9i8 (slacudles AYAY (¢ 59 cuidllesl =Y



AY S8 999,055 (pgp | Gl g o)) Fado Ul 40 wgoli sl Ji§ Spis g 485 lidcun]

Bl e 4o Ly 5 55 By 5] o 138 ol 5 01 ol g ey b el (ol il i 3
93 opad il o ccly _glh s3lo (yuin gy s e il YLazsl oo sl cyguat 5 A (glaVolel
Gl 03, S (695 ST Cwled g, Lasjl £V odle Cgad ) olyml (oMl (gy9p0n Cslodyd 09 0 dnol>
039 ol 8l Juol BMS s (e 3) Y+ o3l 4ol L adaly (3 595 (6paS cdlie OLiS )3 (690 dasma 4387
o3l oyl g Sl (g g (6588 3l el (s ] 53 2Bl g e Jgo Sl (S el Sl S e
T9y OIS p 4 S odylg byl 5 (S Lo abaly > (eila lodliue (AYA YV (gy9T) cl ol M5
oS )b e Ml iy g Slas aeMel VY ools 165 o el 03ls ol (D5 s Foi> (sladedel

S ol 3 48 (eges o3 S gl 3 48 (B9 L and aalsd guome oS o il il () 0j 4
aS odylg ol L alaly 5 lagllan Loy 00,5 5o l_,yls ol i il 00 ol ol £L85 (gl oY (sli e
Sl L 1 g oo 098 o aliio bl 53 (05 Byl 5l g 1B Jolid g 00 03l g 4 La i ojlal ()]
i) g (onB mstlie -y its 03 () S Cind ol L5 e J6 55 55 sl Sl (ojln) i 4
Loy Ll (MAATAY cloglian) by oo i Sl Coml 039 (5055 (15 53 355 () L laly) )3 g dlal s 5 lusdl
Dy oo il Ylazsl oslo o=l cogal jlas couwl laoVolel ot lon a8 (6,500 03)lg o1yl 6,0 ylosllas
e Ll sgs angjassla jagd g udl bl o dng) 39 yl0med I (rinl 50 ol (S0 453 3 0 L
G oS sl (- Sae 4] 5 503 5550 Ly S Ll 099 o Ly S B sy pladl iy U5 s 0 (e
Syl a8 Ul s sy palse g iy 3 eb g 5 L) g (S0 o g abl oad Lo (i 5 boa,
o by libome el s ST as ol 5T odle godg 9 oo Aol 3 (ogiad pliil o d Csl 48 (6,500
S5 (9 pasitio LLod any oydgtie Ly Jpto o0l 3l 00,5 o plaBl (T S8 4y 055 JiSTy ol pLio
S 3] i 3 (1) ST+ 03Lo oS 3l ity pLil pLie 4 At ailgi_sos it palss Ly Lol Ly s b
15 g ez o slie 3 Lagl Jl (i iy wilosls I 28 o S ] 5ollae gy 9 395 0 040 (4did
Trbae |y alicas (il g o €183 bgyo £9)8 ol JLid g el e @3l OLS' 53 (gl e iloged
99 ol Al e 25001 (o 93y S Jb s 3 095 5 L L5 Sl o) (90,0 e oSy m 1y S e 5 03,5
=l plasl Jlo iy (rinl e L dzg) S5 jlao (g Gud 48793, 5 o0 odaliiio by 8 4
aSl o)) (gl G Al e L 9 b ASl WS el CliS ) luas Leld (gl G - aijl sl e
23103,85 ol (S5 = Lo sl ol (5 8 LT el st bl )5 (i) 5,0 5 4l diasa () Lo 551
9 o st ay J36 Lillas (Ll o5 sy o 5 155 4y oS s i) oIS s 4y Lo ol 51 L
Lol g o8y iaivungiso o)Ll (s o] . mle ol B il (iame ) Lo 45 5 500 9 St
cledl ol el g ol omiliny JB an |y 93 o Jedd o 4 90000 U5 s 13 365 o LIy (63,0 45 08
=075 ) e plal Dg b o olad aS ol ol 1 Ladd 5lasl Oyan ool )0 il ALl ixe aald 245
9302 O w5 d by sl 0ad oS B g 2y g0 pd (0 0B Sl 4ST (63)l0 3 aiale o Al
Omilye bl o (0B (Sl ) el (pall ) Laiil Ll s gl (0S5 (ol (W oS S) el s
ool il g ol 4Bl 3 5 e L) ol a5 a8 Lol g 0t ]y (630 9) ST domiyd S (o oS (i



’f‘f‘fa)buﬁ.rycjja;‘;o)tw/&lb)}‘&f‘j}bw@,«kfuw&o AA

o Al 3)lg 0 )3 oy e Wb A nlgs 3y )] oliab 4 v S Wsled Aol aalis Cl 03903 yyho &)L 4l
oo |y G318 53 8 5o 2529 S i w3 45 C (e ol (e 1 2500 2 oS>
Jds 31,8 48 g S8 (elym S ATl 1Ko i ot oluad o S Ly 4o diine ylojen Lol foul 03,55
9 o 4 el slody g Sl 0dgd S8 4 000 s ooy (Lp.3) PV edle Lol S a4 olila_iy g
295 (s5gi a3l Lol el o0 oS5y alS (09,3 pLasl an STkl B as ]y 93 )] g 08 oanlie U L
Gmaa |y ol sleal pd (sLdgl L ais asldl as L ol 05 sledl bl (ol Sl nles el 1y e ol a0l
(lp.3) £Y+ odloo Langy 03ly 8 liloe o iss cgs Hole i ddaily JLs 3355 e sdalido plSa )
At gl 5 e Sl Sl ol Sl i iman 5 (Boi g (48 Slalpel 1) g ol g (6,3 el
Ol Sl 043,85 aljl oalo ol oMol (gl (9Sb aS  Shhlaiiiuy aton ) g ol pocwln (Slodl ay |8
o 958 e as b ye Gl e an dlgn d)lao asS pl 13 0,0 d SOl o e Bdlodese pe 48Dy LaT a
Il cplb (WY VY ¢ Shiiwgy g (wdie) 5,5 o)Ll ey eole oyl JolS Bis 1y y 1a5 g el 318 08 sl
YV oale iy po L] ol a S cccwl sasis a bl Ol 35 SV ale Bis U g Mol cgs (o8 (5ST

sl 8 S 15 08T 3,90 aome oMol ljlos o lE

LSl (5 45 (5 5936 Y gxi . F
a LB s3gy 00 St Lol gy L ngs a8’ o Bois pgrnmmaS sl (sel VAYY L5 VAYD (sl L o 5
o (e greeS gl g aa Slilone (1938 gy 538 s i (2l 098 et A
a3} a5 e d 4cy MAYY s 15 4 5LET VAYD JLas )3 152l 1S 5 ol Ly 5 JISe 19l poliogs el
et 4 (IPC) i il (96 VASY iyl 13 ploslys 88 1,5 (6, 53k 35900 )l (rmaiy oo (g 1005
At e )5S 93 dny din (sl p (i 9B ATV Jluw 53 )9S 93 dy s 0B o Sl g 9 )
L jlexiwl 3l Jd oz (¢,08 cllae 5 (ol i > (Shubham Sinha, 2015, 7- 8) s &)l 4y sl o
Sbisn 095 (dlee § oS Ly g Ll a5 s (19 9 (BB 5 ey b aiile (b 8 (> Male
el L (sgel (Lo JB L g 03,57 1 o089 WY JLw 3 din (sl liloe (958 cmgai Ly asl
Bs—a> ;| (Grave and Sudden Provocation) « LS g i S o0 A ed g e Gt aghhe g A Lid,
0= VA Jlw )3 popie ol iz yp 4 S (claseSa b LS adonjlain o)Ba b (- les 3 ly IS
sy gl £n 5 i 5 4 |y <cagy (sl ) s 53 LolSols Lol il s
(Ve WY o Fliug) g (o) 25358 (o0 p9Sore (6 S jlome

3 oo o (LSl an Ll s s i () W Jlw ) (e 3,08 lote L lilome (956 (-
oyed gz (Aedasmo (o lael 05 (g, m) 4 VAFY CngST 1o by St 58 S ) ) ¢ ML



A S8 999,055 (pgp | Gl g o)) Fado Ul 40 wgoli sl Ji§ Spis g 485 lidcun]

o Sy Sl g plale Ji e )5t SO loul ol aim o) il (IS 5 Cualre Sl
Sl 655 o b yiyeis sl cel o)Bai I Lok od; Clid zgy5 VAYY JLuw j3 g ddlain o oMl S )8
4 bladis 31 (o)l 9 0Ll slasl glod S slacsmlos Lag S )0 ol o s lleus g Lagain Lo 5D
easioly o JeSais o5 1y T3l (e 48 oo (gmshe Sy llie (32 S 4y 9 605 il Sy oo
SLnsiiss 5 mer SN (3 5 (ogd (slmis S o a3l Ly Jit oy S 93 05 iu b 4z aS
ol lgiedr (yizman g Sl Jia 5 puwllliyte 59 S St plyted (218 g g ol e 0308
(John T.Alexander and Robert A.Divine, 2008: 129- 131) >4 ,5-5Us5 &Y g0 dalis plis Aot
Bl 351 1y ol (ol Mol sl 1 (S 5 il (S s St Sy oty pl 4y plin
DS 3l e 9 (oMl oS S Sl a5 Cidld o (60,8 o |y pMl gl by o S
5 Lois )5l casly Ml o5 555" ] ey Lol o aie lilome (956 (s ) a5 (ST oDl (6p92002
So9tee smolol 058 .0 8)5 Cpgo (oMl oy Ly LSy ()88 ils it Gkl i (lejlaing o
e cewSl 4S5l ol i 295 dadio 1 Cal 00 |y >Vl sV VAYY Jlw cwgST 5 a8 Sl oDl
=S5 Al L wogs 0y 0d9d e )3 pdy—e 4 Jl38l o dald] )3 g el (s aglas ]l s pled
(5955 42l blebe 45 aled oo ()l i pimen Kol A3ghS Caasd g Cmge (LS )08 93,8 aalys
Aol (yrai ALS (S35 i g 01,8 ol elsl oy g 4 ol MLl PSS L |y 095 (e g o
rgteon Olyydo g ylgd ] Cmgody 48 il o liuSL ol 5B Y ol a ga ad adlsl el
a8 o83y sy cgead d Yl U (9B ST g Al (oMl b (el 1 a0l LS (oM
el 2 VA L > gy Ja o531 ol el o35in Ly 5588 o JUn 5 Sy 4y i logn oy
aldgg dn el Sl Ly (ld ol (el (lipl cles L ad csly sy jspen ey oles
(CEDAW) 0 ads (s JISL31 4S8y 390 39 st oo ol gl sl 006 s 3
gt S5l i g iz iy iy > 5 1 i Sl ol () b 390 e )
«Byo jagp Aled Cdalre 09 g0 Jlosel (ogad (S0l Ly (g Jslys g 48 S o (e
Iy eolgs oyl Lol jgiws LaolSals as 03,5 pgSome Iy wigals (cla B 5 Lanjo, o)) 0 lioaSh jogon )
sedmo LA Jlw o M+l &lilore (4536 o oMl (gliwly 3 0 S oy dadio das =B lgsisay
5 a8 5y Lol by sl ise DAY L )3 plal)ly g ol cblaie g 4 g poliad (lod
J=8 (598 i gl (glod S i Blge Ao Mol (il sy gl dgd g oluad (453 e Ly das |3
ale (o gl ]y S8 o comle (9 ol et JLid 4 olS jobay (gal Lo JiB 5 (S b
o) 905 Js B ade g opas ain LLopo o an g codlin ]y L5 oges i 93 s el
dl> o y2 )3 930 ]y (42) (o cel e S agite | (ol Cliiod L5 ald oo a8 dde oo )9 dmy (1936
i dlge eI 3 9 a0 (A (o)) lilone S ploisdr J1B D p e S gbe |y ppie (65 el

o=l glezme by Ssl ol (g el oo () Slilome Sl pyome e iome 03l Sl by (Sl gis



’f‘f‘fa)buﬁ.rycjja;‘;o)tw/&lb)}‘&f‘j}bw@,«kfuw&o q.

3 s 9 41 il 3 VI Js 3 Sl )3 (SIS 555 ] 6, S5l sl 98 (ol A oe L 5
b g YO8 Jls o Olomiy 5 YoOF Jlo 0 gliash 0 ¢

Sty 3932 Iy Lol s Lol VA Loy din (32 )3 0198 cmguad sl (V5 (gl dps0gisy -
sbadid ol jl el cqe (SN V¥ Jlw 3 sl ) cngpad a0 VTV Jlow 5 iy Jlo
Bl s o3y 5 oty |y S Jgiio p3 sl Slys st 3 Lol 0,8 Jlasd lilome (il )31 (o ogel
09— (gl g YV o Voo ¥ sl Jlw claMol jl i ol 8 ) Laise can s slalpl coilas g by o
03l CbiS Gyao 2 o ojlal (o B e ST e d a8 VeV L 0 € wgel sl B Sliloe
3 e Sl SIS 18 S 555wty e et 5 Ay (ol ljlome ety el Ly 5 Jpiio
2 e gl Uy g, 5 et ool Lo 05 S Ly (a5 gty 5 s 55 (gl Voo ¥ Jl
Slilome 058 am laas ol cozgods g 0ads & 8ly )2y 3)90 dos JB (Sli ()55 9 39 485 Lo
Slilore (1556 )y o J5B o5 (> 2 ay des 8 gl ol 0 S j9do Bl pie g0 3 LSy
G bliwl g Jesite pd (sLdgl €l @ ygio pd (193 10 VI 00le cmgody 500 cloMol jl ey s sy
a8)S ;- aide o3l g5 0l Sl eges iz A8 (i (sl 9 bl (2l lilome ) B oLl
Do Jooio 3 1y Cowl 0

i S5y Bl S5 5 PG I NSl il B ol JaB S8 5y YVF L
o9 4 A (gagels B (s ogas itz 35S 550 Ak () A5 MLy (g 4y L S8 55
Lo B 55 ol (SO p0 e o Gl g laiods sy lilome (558 YV edle dy (mlmo s (139581 5 ¢
ity st osels 155 o 3 48 dy) s oy (agels 5 08 3 (sl Ml N8 8] 5 s
W Aplg3S pg Koo (s Jluw Vo 5l a8 A po S (gte (i CbiS Sjgo 3 (i g S s

P> o3ddio Jolge g3 1y 9,0l g i (g al Lads 01 Sl Ly des J B VNP Sl 5 Sy iS5t
Oygmo 30 4S5 Cowl 0 o opmad ol 13 0,8 zpal Gl el ol YoV odls 0pad 0 g c8)S Lo > B
s ol oo b g Jotio o (slg) IS o 5 (i ( JIB gl (sLmo3 Sl Ly S5 IS5
TAY o3le 3 &Sl 5l 1 S alss g Some il JLo V¥ 51,58 S s 55 5 n Ly 9 4] e o5y
L5 3903 030asl €y, Y18 5D 3l 51 asgols (elmo 33l Ly 8 S| (el by S i8]
ol o Lo ol > LS JIS 058 1 (L ol B iy (5 S5pe sl 3]y 395 (65 €15
01 S5 s 3,15 Sl 4 gl cLano Sl Uy ol 5 5 ] oo 5 b o ool py 48 Cl 4l
by STy o)l Hlad ] o g (mon Olwlus] 0 jlad sy > Cngo g Aiil 48 )T g0 Sliiing g
ol )3 s S py S il Jo V¥ a8 45 (s 95 5 Ly 5. s 55 oo sy 3,V 5 5L
o=l g s ) dgae wgel (sla Ji8 (0 Joie pd (sLJgl CiilS 5 g ol )Ll alely a8 09 oMol puer
23 gl IS in 48 il | oges (clin (B e g opad din Uyo 45 gl Y, La L

g (ol BB s ST ye S Oljlore )l asle el o 5 yoliad Cljloe bgiw g



4 S8 999,055 (pgp | Gl g o)) Fado Ul 40 wgoli sl Ji§ Spis g 485 lidcun]

Lol gy sl dy (i 53 (gel sl S8 Lo 0j)e cpr 3 ot (o 42 ST (96 i
(S p Sl il 5> Caglio dy ly o Lty l adez ol g 2g Ll (sl 0 5 (o il
)8l g b 5] Clon sl ISl 5 plin 39 seS 5 3Liblyg 5 (oliugy 3 blia > (pslsh (slysl o S ia
8l (el SToe wlyy eyl A8 Asine (i (yslsh (pl s ety yaicmon (Jafi, 2020, 80) 5,
stngs L a s gy el asla chitly i i o awgol sl I8 S| 3 o oy 45
( Sy 5 (o) Cmuils (gal sl B £5-85 1l > 1550 (aile ) oMol (ol plar L5 33ld)S5 (o sty
(V) Dy

Mg b gd . -F
iy g 055 Ly b aee S8 S5 (99,8 azpliy (PPO) ' iy clilome (g5 Y-8 o0le iy Ly 5ollee
P g i e (i (i 5] Sy ppe 38T 48 lowlil s alys poluad 395 ) ySmly 45
Sl sladd 355 > sl (i 48 31, 5ko 5 598 ) (lsh amd e plonl dbingl iy s 3k |y 595
e 5 355gm ya3e5 355 45558 b s 3 48l g s ol ey 58 e |y B8 o 5 5]
ly g )50 adi any iy p dd gy e i ol plals (g8 AT Ly 4 00, S e ad By o
5 4Be (iomed § 4558 1 pany Y5 5 95558 3529 )0 iy (35 G il pogde |y o S ol > 095 e
o VYT 2 iolmg] petb sl ) A 2 255l s s () Ao oo A58 Ay yiy A v
Wy JmY> s poac 3355 o Lo g ail iy by bo 3l ol ot 9 a9 y3La il 5Ll (FOR 2 taall ol
ek g a9 u5is B 1l 03 55 pole i) g e 3 Ll Joli () Land) MU, it oty
5 Siealaly any 3B casin S5 (s plys cde an LAYV @ iolagll b s al) g god oLl 055 |5
(e ) 39 oo polual (035558 (i B ol 53 pan i i e e ) Lol 558 53,8 (e (6058
s 48 iies agalol 1 iilon i Jal g joio 4l (TFR 08 2 SVE g gommall e 555l AVO-NOY B & VFVF
9 adial (95 (i) ) Comen (Slaed IS ) (b Fd D90 poliiad (9558 B s
Jo8 5l 35 oolsdl )3 (635515 il 03903 L o5 (ol d laiine 050 0 1) sloeusl o denl g bl il
3 (wdio daliB oyl 5l (yoadopmé y a5 lie )3 (VY FYF (03,0L5) sl 03,08 dsuo oBuss oyl 4 A8l
O 9 pSedlie (] @ 8U -l g o 43,0 092g (i asle (sl (5 A JoB 4 o)Ll L (el CLS
s o )l 5y gy 4sld ) 2g b o S (B35 B b gy a4 S Al )l

SlAusly ol 35eiuwe 03, S Colis a5y 0 a STy g0 g abpii |y Gl glanl by b a S asS o)Ll

1- 306.Qatl-i-Amd shall not be liable to gisas in the following cases, namely:

(b) when an offender causes death of his child or grand-child, how low-so-ever; and ...
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1- When culpable homicide is not murder- Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, whilst deprived of the power of self-
control by grave and sudden provocation, causes the death of the person who gave the provocation or causes the death of any other
person by mistake or accident

2- further that where an offence under this Chapter has been committed in the name or on the pretext of honour, such offence may
be waived or compounded subject to such conditions as the Court may deem fit to impose with the consent of the parties having

regard to the facts and circumstances of the case.
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1- In the interpretation and application of the provisions of this Chapter, and in respect of matter ancillary or akin thereto, the Court

shall be guided by the Injunctions of Islam as laid down in the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah.
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Extended Abstract

Honor killings represent one of the most blatant manifestations of gender-based violence,
particularly against women. Rooted in patriarchal structures and tribal traditions, this social and
criminal phenomenon is especially prevalent in societies such as Iran and Pakistan, where traditional
cultural and legal norms still dominate. This article adopts a comparative and analytical approach to

examine the jurisprudential and legal dimensions of honor killings in the legal systems of Iran and
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Pakistan. By referencing Islamic jurisprudential sources and the criminal codes of both countries,
the study demonstrates the extent to which existing legal gaps may contribute to the rise of such
crimes. Honor killings, often carried out under the pretext of defending family honor and dignity,
in some cases benefit from implicit or explicit legal protections. For instance, under Iran’s Islamic
Penal Code, Article 301 exempts a father or paternal grandfather from qisas (retribution) in the event
of killing their child. Similarly, Article 630 exempts a husband from punishment if he kills his wife
upon witnessing her engaging in adultery with another man at the moment of the act. Despite their
basis in traditional jurisprudence, these provisions have faced significant criticism in the context
of modern criminal justice and penal policy. This study analyzes these legal articles alongside
prominent jurisprudential opinions, revealing that such exemptions for fathers and husbands often
undermine deterrence and embolden criminal behavior. The findings indicate that in many cases,
honor killings are not committed following actual observation of criminal acts such as adultery, but
rather based on suspicion, rumors, or unfounded assumptions. In these instances, the current legal
framework not only fails to prevent crime but may, in effect, encourage it. The absence of specific
criminalization of honor killings within Iran’s penal code and the lack of adequate protection for
female victims of violence are additional challenges addressed in the article. Although Clause 5 of
Article 156 of Iran’s Constitution emphasizes the duty to prevent crime, the legislative framework
has proven largely ineffective in this area. The article further enhances the discussion by comparing
Iran’s legal system with that of Pakistan. While Pakistan initially inherited the Indian Penal Code,
it has since undertaken efforts to Islamize its legal framework and criminalize honor killings. Legal
reforms introduced in Pakistan in 2004 and 2016—particularly after the high-profile killing of
Qandeel Baloch—Ied to amendments in Articles 311 and 338 of the Penal Code. These changes
clarified that even if the victim’s heirs forgive the offender, ta’zir (discretionary punishment) may
still apply, and honor killing would be treated as a public crime. Additionally, under the amended
Article 302, honor-based motives constitute an aggravating factor in murder cases. Article 311 now
allows for the imposition of capital punishment or life imprisonment even with the consent of the
victim’s family. In contrast, Iran’s legal system still grants legal immunity to fathers who kill their
children or husbands who kill their wives under certain conditions. Pakistan’s amended laws, though
still criticized by some legal scholars—particularly due to the challenge of proving the perpetrator’s
motive and the continued applicability of familial pardon—represent a move toward limiting such
protections and reinforcing the public dimension of the offense.The jurisprudential section of the

article offers a detailed analysis of Shia jurists’ views on paternal filicide and so-called “in flagrante
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delicto” killings. Although the dominant view in Shi’a jurisprudence excludes gisas for fathers who
kill their children, some contemporary scholars, such as Ayatollah Saanei, argue—based on the
mental element of the crime—that such exemptions should be narrowly limited and not treated as a
general rule.This study also notes that even if adherence to traditional fatwas exempting fathers from
qisas is maintained, it remains necessary to re-evaluate ta’zir punishments for such crimes. Regarding
Article 630, the article highlights that neither strong religious evidence nor strict jurisprudential
conditions support such an exemption, and that killings based on speculative or unprovable
observations should not be justified and must carry criminal consequences. From a criminological
perspective, the article emphasizes that unjust and criminogenic laws can incite rather than prevent
criminal behavior. Articles 301 and 630 of Iran’s Penal Code exemplify this issue—particularly given
statistics indicating that a significant proportion of honor killings are committed by fathers against
their daughters. Additionally, the lack of deterrence in Article 612 of the Discretionary Punishments
Act—despite proposed amendments increasing the penalty to fourth-degree ta’zir imprisonment—
remains a critical problem enabling such acts. In conclusion, the article argues that addressing honor
killings requires a multifaceted approach, including the reform of criminal laws and enhancement
of enforcement mechanisms to ensure effective prevention. Non-criminal interventions, such as
public education, cultural reform, women’s rights education, and victim support services, are also
essential in reducing the motivations for such crimes. Drawing on Pakistan’s legislative experience
and leveraging the interpretive capacity of Shi’a jurisprudence, particularly in its governmental
form, can offer a viable path forward for legal reform in Iran.Ultimately, the article concludes that
without fundamental reforms in Iran’s penal policies and a critical reassessment of legal provisions
rooted in traditional jurisprudence, a significant reduction in honor killings will remain out of reach.
In their current form, the laws not only fail to curtail these crimes but, by creating legal gray areas,
inadvertently facilitate them. The study recommends urgent reform of Articles 301 and 630 of Iran’s
Islamic Penal Code, alongside the adoption of proactive criminal and social policies, as essential and

immediate steps.






